Refractory retinal vasculitis due to sarcoidosis successfully treated with infliximab.
Sarcoidosis is a chronic disease of unknown etiology characterized by granulomatous infiltration of several organs. Up to two- thirds of patients develop ocular inflammation eventually leading to significant visual loss. Treatment includes corticosteroids and immunosuppressive agents, but refractory cases do occur. In this report, the authors describe two patients with multi-systemic sarcoidosis and refractory retinal vasculitis who experienced an excellent response to infliximab. This report emphasizes the importance of TNF-alpha in the pathophysiology of this disease and warrants further studies with anti-TNF therapy in patients with refractory ocular sarcoidosis.